THE AMERICAN JE¥ISH COMMITTEE
Meeting of the Executive Committes
October 12, 1919.

XM 1 ¥ UTESS

I. A meeting of the Executive Committee was
held on Sunday, October 12th, 1219 in the City
of New York.

PRESENRT. Dooctor Cyrus Adler, in the Chair,
and Uessrs. Dorf, Bernheim, Uarshall, Cyrus L.

Sulzberger, A. Leo Weil and the Assistant Secre-
tary.

Exouees were received from Meesrs. Elkue,
Lasker, Rosenwald, Schiff, Straus and Mayer Sulz-
berger.

1I. MINUTZS
The minutes of the meeting of the Lxecutive
Cormittes held on March 2nd and of the New York
members of the Executive Cormittee held on March

6th were adopted as issued to the members.

III. THE FALASHAS

The Chairman stated that Dootor Jaoques Fait-
lovitoh, who had interested the Committee in 1915

in tho matter of assisting the Falashas, the Jews

of Abyseinia, is now i{n the United States.
Dootor Faitlovitoh has reported that .the Inter-



national Pro-Falasha Committee 18 now out of
existence, that according to the latest informa-
tlon the situatlon of the Falashas is very grave,
that he has not found it possivle to undertake :
the expedition to Abyssinia which he had flanned
in 1915, and that he desired to request the :
assistance of the American Jewish Cormmitteae in h
the formation in this couniry of an organization
to undertake the Falasha work or that the Com- h
mittee 1tself act as the central vody in this r
connestion, The Chairman stuted that the Pres-
ident and he had invited Doctor Fattloviten to '
present himeelf before the Cormittee and to set u

forth his requests in person.

DOCTOR FAITLOVITCH appeared before the
Committes and made the following statement:

Centlemen:

In acoordance with the suggestion of Doctor
C;rul Adler, I beg to submit a brief memorandum |
of the questicn on the Falasha Jewe of Abyesinis,

It is not my intention here to enter into a
gensrel discussion of the Falasha problem with
which you are all familiar and in which you have
shown a kindly interest on previous ococasions. 1I|
shall limit mysclf toc a statement of the Falasha
situation which had arisen since my last visit
to this ococuntry in 1915,

¥hen I was here last time, your Committee
voted genercusly the sum of five thousand dollars
(#5.008.) t0 enable me tg pursue my work. More-
over, {our Committee made itself reeponsible for |
the collesction of the annual subsoriptions whioh |
1 had succeedsd in seouring to the amount of




approximately two thousand dollars (%2,000.),
Having obtained your assistunce I returned to
Italy and imrediately bezal preparations for an
expedition to Abyesinia. Unfortunately, poiitical
oconditions in conneodtion with the war made it im-
Fossible for me to undertake the Journey. The
European Central Committee which had been organ- |
ized in 1913 in Frankfort on the Maine has been
unable to function on aocount of the war, and all
my efforts during the laaet few months to crganize
& new Pro-Falasha Committee in Europe have been o
no avall,

In the meantime, the condition of the Falashﬁs
has ohanged for the worse, The last news I had
from Abyssinia was towards the end of 1915, when

I recelved & communication from the young Falasha |
whom I had taken with me to Europe and then brought
badk to Abyesinia, to the effect that the school
established by me and entrusted to hle care in the
province of Denbias in the interior of Abysainia
wad left without funds, and would have to be dis-
oontinued unless I came to 1ts rescue. Sinoce that
time, all oontaot with the Falasbas has been cut
off. The Abyssinian embagay which visited recently
Europe and Amerida was not able to give me any |
inforrwation goncerning the Falashas who live far I
awuy from the Capitol, but the goneral report about
the torrible ravages wrought by famine and the I
Spanish influenza as a result of the war, fills

me with anxiety about the fate of the Falasha
people,

Under these oiroumstances I oonaider it
saored duty to once mors procesd to Abyssinia in
order to find out the condition of the Falashas
and reestablish communications with them. I bave
addressed a request to the Joint Distribvution COm-|
mittee ank!ng that I be permitted to go to Abyssin.
ia and establish a 11ttls pharmacy there to bri

modioal help to the sorely striken po ulation.
understand ghat a sub-aomgittee haspbgen appointed
to oonsider the matter,

Realizing the special functions of the Joint |
Distribution Committee, I folt that I had no right |
to ask for anything beyond immediate relief. But
t?ebgerma?ent 2an eg oenfronting the Falashas, that

n s
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ized ocuntries and partioularly of Amerioca, no
to albw this branch of the House of Israel, which
for more than two thcusand years hae remainad
staunch to our faith, to be out off from its parent
stem. Thie danger ocan only be combvatted by en- “
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lightenment and instruction in the tenete H
of Judalsm. It 13 a most significant fact
that since my coming to Abysesinia, and
bringing the Falashas in contaot with Jud-
alsz, the formerly successful atteaxpts of
tle Christian missionaries were coxpietely
frustrateld so that in 1908 I was gsev-
erely oriticised in the reports of the
Abyesinian missionaries for having inter-
fered with the success of their work. It

1s therefore esseniial that the ackool should
be maintained at all coats, and thet there
should be organized or reorganized, aome
central agency which should make 1teelf reg—
ponsidble for the maintenance and direotion
of that school.

As I pointed out previously, all my
endeavors to organize a gentral Fulasha
Committes in Eurore have been without Buc-
0¢s®. It has only been possible to pain-
tain the local ocommittees in Holland and
Bwitzerland, botb of which felst that they
oould not possidbly assume the function of
& central oommittee. At their urgent ad- |
vioe I careto this country to apreal to the
well-known genercsity and loyalty of the
Jews of America on behalf of our untrortunate
brethren in Abyssinia, Short as has been
By stay in this country, I have had arple
opportunity to observe tre deer interest in
the Falasha cause manifegted by many Jews
with whom I had the chance to dilecuss this
quoestion. I have no doubt but that the ne-
otseary funds o0an be prooured and that all
that 1s needed is to Flace the cause of the
Falashas in responsibie hands.

Hoping that the Joint Distribution
Committee will consider favorably ny appli-
caticn for an expredition to Abyssinia and
oarrying relief there, 1 beg to submit the
following request to your Committes.

First, that the Ameriocan Jewish Com-
mittee make itselr responsible as it did in
1915 for the oolleotion of sudh annual gon-
tributions as I have suoceeded in seouring.

S8econd, that it appeint a special oom-
mittee which should supervige the expendi-
tures of these moneys.

Third, that the Azerican Jewish Com-
mittee shail enable we to enlarge the sohool

| |



work in Abyesinia by establishing a teachers'
institute in that country. That institute ig
& vital necessity if we are to get hold of the
bulk of the Faulasha people and to preserve them |
for Judaism. The funds at my disposal will
undoubtedly prove inadequate tor tris purpose
and I hope tga.t the Arerican Jewish Committee
will place an additional fund at my disposal
80 that I can succeasfuliy aczomplish my task.
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In the course of discuesion which was had
during the preasentation of the foregcing state-
ment and subsequent thereto, it was suggested

that the best plan for meeting the situation is
to secure the cooperation of the national re-

11gious organizations in the United States, namely
the Union of American Hecrew Congregations, the
United Synagogue of America and the Unicn of
Orthodox Jewish Congregations. At the con-

Cluslion of the discuesion, it was

RESOLVED, that a sub-committee to inolude "
the Assistant Secretary be appointed for the
purpose of considering with Dootor Faltloviten
the present needs of the Falashas plans for the
work to meet these needs, and a budget for this
work for the next geveral years; that the sub-
committee thereupon place 1tself in ocommunioation
with the Union of Amerioan Hebrew Congregations,
the Unitaed Synagogue of Amerioa, the Union of
Orthodox Jewish Congregations, and other bodies,
with a view to securing tneir cooperation on be-

half of the Falashas through the medium of a

Joint committes, and that the work entailed be



done in the offlice of and at the expense of |
the American Jewish Cormmittee.
The Committee; Doctor Adler, Mr. Harahalﬁ,
Mr. Bernheir and the Assistant Seoretary. !
PEACE CONFERENCE
DOCTOR ADLER and MR, MARSHALL made a

i
ference on behalf of securing rights for Jews

statement of the work done at the Peace Con-

and other minorities, by the representatives
©f the American Jewish Comrittee and other
bodles. It was the sense of the Committee
that, at the Annual Keeting, a statement be
made on behalf of our representatives to the

Peace Conference; that this statement be con-

fined to an account of what the Peace Confer-
ence has done on behalf of Jews and other minJ
orities with epeclal reference to the vital !
importance of tie Leage of Nationa for the

seourity of the rights granted to these min-
orities; but that it 1s not advisablie 1in vien

of the faot that the treaties are not ratified

8

to go into any further details at the present
tire.

ARNAUL MEETING
It was agreed that the Annual Meeting

be open to the public. |



VI

Vi1

Y11l

ANNUAL REPCRT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE '

The CHAIRMAN stated that, in consultation
with him, the Assistant Sedretary had prepared
the draft of the Thirteenth Annual Report of
the Exeoutive Committee, that coples of this
draft had been sent to all the members of the
Exeoutive Committee for their eriticiem and had |
been returned by Messrs. Dorf, Cutler, Sehiff,
Cyrus L. Sulzberger, Mayer Sulzberger and
A. Leo ¥eil.

After disoussion of the draft, in the couree
¢f which varioue changes were suggested, it was

approved for presentation to the Annual Keeting., |

OFFICE OF WAR RECORDS
The CHAIRMAN stated that he had received
from Mr. Julian Leavitt, Direotor of the Office
Z War Records of the Committee, a report oover-
ing the work of that office during the past year,
whioh would be preasented to the Annual Meeting.

ANTI-JEWISH DISCRIMINATION

The Assietant Secretary reported that various
&ffidavite oharging the praotice of anti-Jewish
discrimination in offices of the United States
Employment Service had been galied by the Com-
mittee to the attention of the Director of the
Service, the Hon. John B. Densmore who instituted

an investigation of these oharges and who reported
that in & number of cases the complaints arose I




from misunderstandings while in others, discrimin-
ation was not praoctised by the United States H
Employment Service buy by employers of labor who H
made arrlications fcr help. The examiners of thel
United States Eoployment Service were strictly
forbidden tc make any inquiries regarding the
Tace, religion, or nationality of applioants for
situations but 1t was not within the power of the
Service to stipulate the terms upon whickh employ-

ers might apply for assiatance.

g Discussion wao had as to recent occur-

ences at New York Univeraity which had resulted

in the creaticn of 111 feeling between the Jewish»

and non-Jewish students and had oulrinated in what

|

appeared to be the unjust expulsion of one of the
Jewish gtudents. Thie matter is now in the hands

Oof the Kehillah of New York City and various con-

ferenoes have taken Place with a view to improving

the oocndition of aftrairs, Mr. Harehall agreed to
advise Mr. William Lieverman, the Counsel of the
Kehillah, in this eatter,

3. The Asgsistant Seoretary reported that
he had called to the attention of Mr. Sohiff a
letter appearing in a newspaper and evidently
written by a female stenographer of the Jewish

faith, alleging that she hae becn disoriminated
agalnat in the matter of securing employment with

I
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the New York Telephone Company on the baeis a

¢f an anonymous comrunication. Mr. Felix Fuld

& member from Newark, New Jersey, had called the
same mpatter to the attentlion of the Assistant

Secretary.

JEWS OF THE YEMERN

Upon motion it was resolved that the sum
of £5,000,00 arpropriated 1in 1214, for the
bullding of houses for the Yerenite Jewsa in
Palestine be now pald over teo tkie appropriate

organlzation.

JEWS OF THE UKRAINE

Discussion was had resrecting the condition
0f the Jews of the Ukrailne in which reglon pog-

TOms on & large #cale has been reported. 1In

T

August last, the Hon. Breckenridge Long, 3rd

Assistant Secretary of State, had inrormed My,

comaeT o=

Fulton Erylawekl, the mempver of the Committee
in VWashington, D.C., that a telegram had been
sent to the American Minleter at Copenhagen

= Sl B S

instruoting him to ask the Danish government
to oonduct suoch inquiries as may be poassible

through the Danish Red Cross or other organiza-

tions in the Ukraine, in an endeavor to asoertain
more definite information regarding the roported‘

massaores., 8ince that time, homever, no furthei

worl has been recsived from the State Department
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After discuassion, the Assistant Secretary "

was directed to telegraph to Mr. Brylawski re-

questing him to ingquire at the State Departrment H
whether any report had been received from the E
Danish Red Cross or any other official sources on
this subject. l

IMMIGRATION

The CHAIRMAN astated that a nuaber of requests
bad been zeceived that the Committee use its goodh
offices tc facilitate the migration of relatives ”
in this country who are experiencing difficultieaH
in coming here because of the etringent passport H
regulations now in force. It was directed that :

all such requests for assistance be referred to

the Joint Distrivution Committee.

-

In this connection, MR, MARSHALL astated that |
& bill had been introduced in Congresa by repre-

Ssentative Albert Johnson of Wasningten, rroposing

to make tke passport regulations in foroe during !
the war gtatutory for a poeriod of one year after
the declaration of peace, K. Harshall pointed
out that if thia bill becomes a law 1t will cauase
zuoh hardehip to many unobjectionable relatives of
persons now roaidents in this country who are
waliting for the opportunity to come here. Mr. Marl
shall was regquesated to make repreaentation to the
Committee on Immigration of the House of Represen-

tatives pointing out that while the Committee
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agrees in principle as to the desirability of

preventing the immigration of undesituble aliens

exceptlion should be made in favor of innocent
relatives of residents of the ynited States who
are admissible according tc the provisions of

the immigration laws,

KEMBERSHIP
Y A letter mas presented from Mr. Charles
Van Leer, a member of the Committee from the

State of Delaware stating that in view of the

fact that his term of membership in the American"
Jewlsh Committee expiree this year, he deesms 1t °

his duty to inform the Committee that in his i
opinion the successor should bs slected from the

0ity of Wilmington in whioh practically the entire
Jewlsh population of Delaware 1s centered. The

Assistant Secretary was directed to ask Mr. Van
Leer to euggest the names of sultable persons in

Wilmington, Delaware,

e. A letter was rresented fron Henry V.

Braude, Ssoretary of the Jewish Community of

Philadelphla stating that the Hon. Henry N, Wesse]
had been appointed by the President of the Jewish

Community of Philadelphla to membership in the
Amerioan Jewish Committes to f£111 the vaocanoy

caused by the death of the late Louils Edward Lev;r.H




Upon motion the appointment of Mr. Wessel
wa8 ratifled by the Exeocutive Commlttee.

3. Upon motlion the following resolu-
tions were adopted and ordered to be spread

upon the minutea:

"The Executive Committee of the American
Jewlsh Committee has learned with profoun
sorrow of the death off February 19th, 1219,
of Louls Edward Lavy who was a member of the
Committee since 1914. Mr. Levy was a well-
kno¥n inventor, was both as a member of the
Ameriocan Jewish Coumittee and as the President
of the Jewish Community of Philadelphia, most
zealous in oooperating in all efforts to re-|
lieve the distress of Jews both in this ooun.
try and abroad, was extremely active in re-
sieting attempts to reatrict by arbitrary
means the lmmigration of law-abiding and in-
dustrious persons and in general to maintain
on & hizh plane the best princirles of Judalsm
and Amerloanism. The Committee will for many
years feel the loss of this aotive and loyal
member and oco-worker.t

"The Exeoutive Committee of the American
Jowish Committee wishea to give expreasion to
ite sorrow at the desth of Haurice Stern of
Hew Orleans, La. Mr. Stern, who was a highly
respected bankar and merchant, mas & member of
the Committee since 1910 and always reaponded
ohserfully to all ocalls made upon him to aid
the Committee both materially and morally in |
pursuit of its objects. He was a generous
contributor to its funds and was eapecially
helpful in the cooperation which he leat the
Committee in its efforts to ocombat the arbi-
trary restrictions of immigration and to put |
an end, by the abrogation of the Treaty of
1832 with the former Expire of Rusela, to the
denial by that country 1o Americans of the
Jowiah faith of thelr rights as oltizens.

In Mr. Stern the Committec has lost an active
and influential helper.”
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4. Upon motion it was resolved that the

Executive committee place in nomination for &
membership at large at the Annual Meeting, the

names of the following: Herman Bernsetein, New :
York; Judge Nathan Bijur, New York; Abel Davis, h
Chloago; Charles Eleenman, Cleveland; Abram I. 1
Elkxus, New York; S. Marcus Feohheimer, Cinoinnati,
Lee K. Frankel, New York; Herbert Friedenvald, Kew

Gardens, L. I.; Louls E, Kirstein, Boston; Max J.

Kohler, New York; Albert D. Lasksr, Chicago; Judgeh
Irving Lehman, New York; Jacod Y. Loeon, Chicago;

——

Oscar S, Straus, New York and Aaron Valdheim,
8t. Louls.

AMERICAN JEWISH YrAR BOOK
The CHAIRMAN stated that through the amal-
gamation of the Bureau of Statisticscof the Amer-

iocan Jewish Committee with other bureaus into the

Bureau of Jewiah Sooial Researoh and Statiastice,

the question of the agontrol of the American Jewish
Year Book had been raised, This had,since 1909,

been edited in the office of the American Jewish
Committee by the seorstary of the Committee or the
Direotor of the Bureau of Statistios, after thut
body came into existence. MR, MARSHALL stated

that he is firmly of the opinion that the Year Book
should be kept under the ocontrol of the Committee,

After disocussion, it was resolved that the matter

be refurred to a sub-committes to oconfer with the



Executive Board of the Bureau of Jenish Social

Research.

X1V FIKRANCES
The Assistant Seorstary presented the |
following staterent of receipts and expenditures

from November let, 1918 to October le%, 1519.

GENERAL FUND
'Eaggipt-
Balance on Hand ¥ov. 1, 1918 2230.96

Contributions received 18385.61
Refunl from Bureau of

Statistics 200,00
Appropriated from Emer-

gency Trust Fund for

Peace Conference Exp. 3608.75
Amount unexpendad and

returned 500.C0
' 2269&.}6
TOTAL TO BE ACCOUNRTED FOR 24925.32
Dlisbursements
OFFICE EXPENSES
Salaries 4403,50
Boocks & Periodicals 81.40
Posta 645.58

Printigg & Stationery
Reprints l.ith Annual

Report 311.65
12th Annual
Report 896,00

Reprints 12th
Annual Report 150¢.00

i Bulletine 149.00
Miscellaneous 786,58
2293% .2

BROUGHT FORWARD 7424 .11 {



BROUGHT FORWARD 7424.11 249z5,32
Telephone & Telegruph 149,12
Office Rent 855.05
Furniture & Fixtures 776.47
Clipping Service

Yiddish 86,50
English 248 .40 324.90
General Expense 349,C0
9888,65
BUREAU OF STATISTICS
Expenses before
aralgamation,
(from Nov, 1, 1914
to Apr. 1, 1919) 2l71.72
Appropriation Acct.

50C0 per annum) 250C,uu
PEACE CONFERENCE 3608.75
UHEXPENDED SUM RE-

TURNED TO EMERGENCY

TRUST FUND 500, w0
ALERICAN JEWISH CON-

CRESS 125¢0.0Q_
EXECUTIVE & GENERAL

MEETINGS 265.85
TRANSPORTATION 191,06
20376.03

Balance on hand,

Oet. 1, 1919, 4549,29

TOTAL ACCOUNTED FOR 24925.32

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

CASE
Petty Cash Fund 50.CC
Union Exchange

L National Bunk 960,82

Balance with Treas.3538.47

1

PALANCE IN INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
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It was resolved that the Committee
endeavor to raise for the budget for 192¢

the sum of §50,000,.C0

The Assistant Secretary wus directed
to have an expert audit orf his accounts

made ®

THE DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was resolved that the next meeting
of the Executive Committee be held at the
conolusion of the Annual Yeeting on
Sunday, October 19th and the Asaistant
S8ecretary was directed to issue a notice

to this effeot.

Upon motion, edjourned.
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THE AMERICAR JEWISH COMMITTEE
Heoting of the Executive Committee

Qotober 19, 1°19.
M 1 B UTTES

A meeting of the Executive Committe= of
the Ameriocan Jewish Committee was held at the

oonclusion of the Thirteenth Annual Meeting on
Sunday afternoon, Octoter 19th, 1919, in Few
York City.

PRESENT: Doctor Cyrus Adler, in the Chair,
and Meessrs. Bernhelr, Cutler, Dorf, Flkus, Mar-
shall, Rosenwanld, Schiff, C. L. Sulzberger, Well
and the Assistant Secretary; Judge Irving Lehmun,
who had been elected to the Executive Committee |
&t the Annuul Meetirg for tke term commencing

January 1, 1520, was alsc present.

The CHAIRMAN stated that the mirutes of the
meeting of tre Exeoutive pcommittee held on October
12, had been prepared but that the time bad not
been sufficlient for having them copied and 1ssued

to the Executive Committee.

PILENAS DOCUMENTS
The PRESIDENT reportied on negotiations had

with one, Casimir Pllenas, a Lithuanian, relating

to varicus doouments which he, Mr. Pllenas, stated
were in his possession and which constituted



ﬂ

evidence of a conspiracy againet the Jewleh |
people. It had eseecmed undesirable to deal
with Pilenas in the matter,

III, HATTER OF MENDEL BEILIS
The Aselotant Secretary presented a
letter purporting tc have been written by
Mendsl Beills now in Jafta, Palestine, who, |
in 1913, was the viotim of an attempt to con-
vict him of ritual murder 1n Kiev, Russia.

The letter Qtated that Bellis {8 destitute

and very muoh in debt and asked for advice

and assistance of the American Jewish Conmittee.

After diecussion, the Assistant Secretary
was instructed to make inquiries respecting
the condition of Beilis and to asoertain
whether the American Jewish Commlttee had ever

Fald over any sum tor hie relief.

IVs IMMIGRATION

The PRESIDENT reported that 1n aogcordanc
with the request of the Committee at the reet.
ing of Octeber 1Zth, that he make representa-~
tion on the subjeoct of a bill pending in the
House of Representatives to keep 1n force thé
war time passport regulations, had sent the
following telegram to the Hon. John J. Régera,
Acting Chairman of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs to which the measure in question had

been referred:



®"Congreasnan Slegel inforws me that
your Committee has kindly postponed
oonsideratlion House Joint Resolution
two hundred and five until tomorvows
t0 enable me to exrress my viewsa as
Prealdent American Jewlash Committec
with regard thereto. After full
consideration I have reached the
conclusion that there can be nc
reasonably objection to the contin-
uance for cnz year after.,the con-
olusion of peacs of the terms of

the act of ¥ay 22, 1913, on the
assurmption that the State Depart-
ment shall have the power to make

or modlify regulatione whioh ghall

in striot conformity with existing
immigration legislation make it
possible to reunite familles, some
rzembers of which are here and others
in forelign lands, Thua, for ezample,
the father, son or brother of a family
ray have migrated to America vefore
the war with the view of having his
wife, children, parents or brothers
and sisters subszquently joln him
here, The wur has interfered with
the aocomplishment of this laudable
and permitted purpose, In the mean-
time those left abroad have guffered
and are suffering unspeakable priva-
tions and hardaships. 1ow that it
becomes possidle thelr entry into
thie country should in the interest
0f humanity bve facilitated, Should
there be any doubt under the present
act &8 to the power of the State
Department to deal on a basis of
llverality with suoh ocases, that
should be obviated in express terms.
It s only in behalf of these mori-
toricus olasses of desirable immig-
zants that we are now conoerned. It
is of course understood that sc far
88 relates to a perwanent poliecy

we are not to be regarded as favoring
restrictions more severe than thoae
now on the statute book."

Ootober 13th, 1919,
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In reply, Mr, Rogers had sent
a oopy of the Committee's report on
the Besolutlion in which 1t was shown H
that the measure was intended only
to give the Department of State
power to prevent the immigration
of politically undesirable aliens
and that 1t would be administered
so0lely with that end in view.

MYSTERIOUS CASE OF K. OF K.

Correspondenca was presented

with the editor of "Popular Mechunisos"”
whose attenticn bhad besn ocalled to

the artiocle in the MNarch 1919 1ssue en~:
titled "The Myetericus Case of XK. of K.'
in whioh slanderous statements are made
against leading Jews of England.

Mr. Marshall had written a letter to
the Editor suggesting that the article |
was not based on facts but on hearsay;
the Editor had stated in reply that he
had proof of all the allegations made
in the article and threatened to pub-

l1ieh these proofs if he was annoyed

by further oomplaints; to this Mr. Sulz

=
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berger, in the absence of Mr, Marshall
who was abroad, had replied that if he
had such proofs he should, in fuirness
to all concerned, publish them. No
further word had been received from

the Editor.

Mr. Rosenwald offered to go into
the matter further in view of the fact
that the editorial offices of the mag-

azine are in Chicago.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It wae decided that the next meeting
of the Executive Committee be held on
Sunday, November 16th next.

On motion, adjourned,
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THE AMERICAY JEWISH COMMITTEFR
Meeting of the Executive Committee
November 16th, 1919.

¥1IRXUTES

A meeting of the Executive Committee
of the American Jewish Committee was held
on Sunday, November 16, 1519, in New York
City.

PRESERT: Doctor Cyrus Adler, in the
chalr, and Messra. Dorf, Elkus, lLehman,
Marshall, Rosenwald, Schiff, C. L. Sulz-
berger and the Asslstant Seoretary.

Exouses were recelved from Messrs,

Bernhelm, Cutler, Sobel and A, Leo Weil.

MIRUT=S

The minutea of the meetings of the
Executive Coxmittee held on QOctober 12th
and 19th last, were approved as issued

t0o members.

MEMBERSHIP
The ASSISTANT SECRETARY reported that

&ll persons eleoted or re-elected to mem-

bership in the Commifioe at the Annual |
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in which an extract from an editorial

4n the London Times is guoted to the

Meeting on October 19th had agreed

to serve,

JEWS OF THE UKRAINE

Communications received by the
President from §. Zarchi, Counsellor
of the Ukrainlan Delegation in Paris,

were ordered filed.

Discussion was had respecting
the mourning procession and mass
meeting in proteat against anti-Jewls}
massacres in the Ukraine which are

being arranged by various peracns in

|
|

I% was the sense of the Committee th&i

New York City &and which are planned

to take place on November 24th next.

the course to be adopted in relation
thereto be left in the hands of
Kr. Marshall and Mr. Schiff.

JEWS AND BOLSHEVISY

The CHAIRMAN called t¢ the
attention of the Committee a cable
dispatch printed in the Philadelphia
Public Lledger of November 1C last,




effact that there are indloaticns tnat H
the Prinkipo Conference prorosed by the H
|

was ooncede "by prominent Jewish financlers

Suprexe Council of the Peace Conference

in New York whose interest in Trotsky
and his associated 1s of 01d standing.”
To a request that further information
concerning the prominent Jewish financiers |
in lew York, the edlitor of the london TimeJ
replied: "I do not care to say anything
further at this time, but I have what

I conalder most excellent authority for

making that statement."

It was the viewx of the CHAIRMAN that
the editor of the "Times" ghould be
¢hallenged to nawe the source of his
informaticn but the Committee deemed such

aotion inadvisable,

A letter from Mr, A. J, Sack, Direotor
of the Russian Information Bureau in the
United States, to Mr. Schiff respecting
the attitude of Admirel Kolchak on the

Jewlsh Question was presented and ordered

-

filed, |



VI

Vi1

YEMERITE JEWS IN PALESTIKE 1
The ASSISTANT SECRETARY stated s
that in connectlcn with the resolutlon |
of the Executive Commlttee that the
sum of £5,C00 appropriated in 1913

e

for the benefit of Yemenite and Hdcroccan

I

Jews in Palestine, be now pald over, ke

had found that the original rescolution

o e

of the Executive Committee provided thai
this appropriation was to be regarded
as & loun to be repald within eighteen
years. In view of this stirulation

the PRESIDENT had directed that paymend

g e — oaael -l TELT

be deferred until reconsideratlon by

the Executive Cormittee.

Upon rpotion, it was resolved that

i
l

Mr. C. L. Sulzberger be rejuested to
take up the matter with the Joint Tils-
trivution Committee with a view to
having the payment made through then
or if poseible cut of the funds of
that Committee.

THE FAULASHAS
The ASSISTANT SECRETARY reported
that Dootor Jaoques Faitlovitcoh had

left the United Stutes on November 14



last for Abyesinia via Italy and that he
had requested that the Committee place
the sum of $5,CC0, of the amoun* to the
oredit of the Falasha Fund, at his dis-
posal for uze in connecticn with the edu-

cational work in Abyssinia,

Upon motion it was resolved that in
view of the fuct that Doctor Faltlovitehx
bas aotually proceeded to Abyssinia, %the
sum of §5,000 appropriated by the Executive
Committee at 1ts mecting on Xarch 7, 1915, |
be pald over to Dootor Faitlovitoh for use
in connection with his educational work

among the Falashas of Abyseinia.

The ASSISTANT SECRETARY reported that
in actordance with the resoiution of the
Exeoutlive Committce, a latier approved by
the President and the Chairman of the
Exeoutive Committee, has been sent to the
Union of American Hebrew Congregaticns, the
Central Conference of Axerioan Rabbis, the
Union of Orthodox Jexish Congregatiocns, tke
United Synagogue of Arericza and the United
Orthodox Rabbis of America and the Rabbinica

Assembly of the Jewiah Theologioal Seminary
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of America inviting them to cooperate
with the Committee in its work on belalt
of the Falashas.

THE BEILIS CASE
The ASSISTANT SECRETARY reported

that upon examination of the records
he had found that although the ocnsent
of the Executive Comrittee had been

soQured by oorresrondence t¢ an appro-
priation from the Emergency Trust Fund H
of a sur: not exceeding §5,CCC for thre F
Tellef of Beilia, no paycent had aotuall%
been made. The Hilfevereln, der ;

Deutechen Juden, had ralsed 13,8CC Marks

H
Ii

for thle purpose and i1t had been sug-
gested that the Committee ocontribute an
equal amount which at that time, would |
have been equivalent to $3,500. Several
ocablegrams to the Zionist Relief Com-
misslon in Jerusalem, both from the
Office of the American Jewish Committee
and }rom the Zionist Organization of
America, requeesting information respeot-
ing the condition of Beilis had not yet

been anewerad. It was the sense of th

Committes that further aotion be deferrﬁF




IX

until tkia information 1is received.

OFFICE OF WAR RECORDS

A report was presented from Mr,
Julian Leavitt, respecting the work of
the Office of Viar Recordas glving detalled
flgures of the number of records aotually
in the files. Mr. Leavitt requested
advlioe as to the best program for him to
follow in view of the fact that the col-
lecticon of new namee la bound %o become
leegs fruitful as time gces on. He pre-
séented for the conalderation of the Com-
mittee three prograwrs for further work,
namely: 1, the desirable progran;
2. the abridged prcgram; 3. the minimum

pregram.

Upon motion, it was resclved that the
*desirable program,” to continue the work
intensively until tke 2CC,CCC reoords are
secured, thoroughly verified and ready
for publioaticn, be adepted and that the
President and tke Chairman of the Executive
Committec be requested to take up with
the Jowish Welfare Board the matter of

seouring the funds neocesesary for this

ProngQ



Letters were alsc presented from
¥r. leavitt requesting an inorease in
salary and permiseion to devote part
of his time to work for the Joint
Distritution Committee.

The Chairman ¢f the Executive

Committee was requested to arrange with

the Chairman of the Joint Distribution

Committee for a proper distribution

|
|

of Mr. Leavitt's time and for the payment

of a proper salary by both organizations.

THE AMERICAN JEWISHK YEAR BOCK

The CHAIRMAN reported that in
accordance with the decisicn of the
Executive Conmittee an arrangement had
been entered intoc with the Bureau of
Jewish Social Research according to
the terms of which the American Jewish
Year Bock would continue to be elited
in the office of the Amerlcan Jewish
Committee, and the Bureau of Jewilsh
Soolal Research would receive for its
1920 budget a contribution of {25CC
from the American Jewlah Committee
inetead of §5C00 as in 1919. The
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Bureau 1s furtker tc supervise the
collection of statistics for the Year Bock
and to have rublished an article about its

work in that volunme.

FINANCES

The ASSISTANT SECRETARY presented a
report of Mr. Theodore Levine, Certified
Public Acccuntant, who had audited the
books of the office. The chief exhibits

of this report are given herewith.

Statement of Cash Receipts & Disbursements for the year

ended October 31st, 1919,

BALAKCES KOVEMBER 18T, 191G

Union Exchange National Bank 1474 .32
State Bank 1520.33
Petty Cash 5¢C,00
TOTAL CASH BALANCES 3044,65

Brought Forward 3044.,65



Brought Forward

RECEIPTS
Contributing Merbers 1284 .99
Sustaining Members 1924 .&1
TOTAL QONTRIBUTIONS 2055%.35
Refund from Bureau of Statiastics CC.00C
From Emergency Truet Fund for
Peace Conference Trip 3608.75
Refund fror Pease Conference
Exgense 0C.CC
TCTAL RECEIPTS
TOTAL RECEIPTS AND CASH BALANCES
DISBURSEMEXTS
For Cereral & Administrative Purposes
Salaries 4868,CC
Bookes and Pericdicals 82.05
Fostage 702.40

Stationery & Printing
Reprints 11th Annual Report

311.65

12th Annual Report 866.0C

Reprints of some 150,00

Bulletins 224,00
Miscellanecus 796.23 23;2.88
Telephone % Telegrarh 156.24
General Expense 388,45
Rent Office 938.33
Clippings 229.7%

TOTAL GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE

EXHIBIT "A"

Johl 65

9673.15



Total General & Administrative F'd'd.

For Special Purposes:

Bureau of Statlstics:
Before Amalgamation 2171.72
Appropriation $HCCC

per annum 29500.C0

TOTAL - Bureau of Statlatica

Transportation

Executive & General Meetings

American Jewish Congress

To Acquire asset of “Furniture
and Flotures

Appropriated for Office of
¥ar Records

Peace Conference

Unexpended sum Returned to
Emergency Trust Fund

TOTAL SPECIAL PURPOSES
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS

BALANCES OCTOBER 31ST, 1°19.

Union Exchange National Bank
S8tate Bank
Petty Cash Fund

4671.72

191,06
265.85
1250.0C
869 .47
713.69
3608.75

500,00

1156 5
4733.22

O
s o =
O oA
(o]

TOTAL CASH BALANCES OCTOBER 31st, 1919

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS AND CASH BALANCE

9873.15

12070.54
" 21943.69

4000

27883.75



Staterent of Incoxe & Expenditureas for the year ended
October 31st, 1919.

IXCOME:
Contributing Yembers 125“-25
Sustalning lembers 16245.41
TOTAL INCOME 20530.36
EXPENDITURES:

Ceneral & Administrative Expense
Salarles 4868.C0
Books & Perlocdicala §2.C5
Postage 702. uo
Staticnery & Printing 237£
Telephone & Telegrsgn 24
General Exrense 388 45
Rent 938.39
Clippings 399.7%

TOTAL GENFRAL & ADMINISTRATIVE FXPENSE 2873.15

OTHER EXPENDITURES:

Bureau of Statistica 2171.72
Appropriated to Bureau of Siatiatice 275C. 00
Traneportatlion 151.C6
Veetings 265. 55
Furaiture 86°.
Appropriation to Var Servize

Statistice ?13.59
Arerican Jewlash Congress 1250.0C

TOTAL OTHER EXPENDITURES 9811.79



BALANCE SHEET NOVEKBER 1ST, 1C1¢.

ASSETS:

Caeh in Union Exchange National BRank 1156.85
Cash in State Bank 4733.22
Petty Cash Fund 50.00

TOTAL ASSETS 4.0

LIABILITIFES & SURPLUS

Appropriation to Bureau of Statlstive 1250,00
Due October let, 1519,

Surplus lov. 1, 1918 3244 .65
" for 1919 as per
Exhibit "B" 1%5,'42
FTOTAL SURPLUS NOVEUBER 1, 1919. 3620.02
TOTAL LIABILITIES & SURPLUS ggORO.OZ

EXHIBIT =C"
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Upon motion, it was reaolved that
the salary of the Asslstant Secretary
for the flscal year beginning on November
1st, 1519 be $4,20C.CC per annum and that
the Chairman be empowered to adjust the
salaries of the other enployees of the

Committee.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next meeting
of the Executive Committec be held on

December 144¢h next.

Upon motion, adjourned,
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THE AMERICAN JETISH COMMITTEE
¥eeting of the Executlve Committee
Decerber lith, 1219,

¥ I F OB TES

A meeting of the Executive (Cormmittee
of the American Jewlsh Conmrilttee was held
on Sunday, Pecember 14th, 1919, in New
York City.

PRESERNT: Doastor Cyrus Adler, in the
chalr, and Messrs. Corf, Elkus, Lekran,
¥Marehall, Rosenwald, C. L.Sulzberger, A. Leo
¥ell and the Assistant Secretary.

Excusea were roceived from Yessrs.

Bernheim, Cutler, lollander an3d Straus.

¥INUTES
The Uinutes of the meeting of the
Executive Committee held on Hovember 16th,

1919, were approved as 1ssued to the rembers.

JE¥S OF THE UKRAINE
A letter was presented froz Mr. Lucien

Wolf on bohalf of the Joint Foreign Committee

of the Jewlsh Board of Deputies and the Anglo:

Jewlah Assoolation, dated November 18th, 1919
communicating copy of a letter received by

that Committes from the British Foreign

O0ffice in reference to a proposed commisaion



"
of inquiry into the pogroms 1n the Ukraine

in whick the Joint Forelign Committee had

1
been invited to participate by the

Covernment of the Ukrainlan Republic.

In view of the orinion of the Britlsh
Secretary of State for Forelgn Affalrs,
that such & mission would be 1nadvisable
and would "merely excite rasslons which
have already been stralned by the long
conflict,” the Joint Forelgn Committee
had desclined the invitation of the gov-
ernment of the Ukrainian Rerubllie, but
had asked that the British High Com-
missioner on South Russia be Instructed
to make inquirles into the pogroma. 7The
Assistant Secretary was reguested to

adknowledge recelipt of this comeunication.

The PRESIDENT reported that as a
result of the nass meeting held in New
York City on November 24th, to protest
againet the pogroms in the Ukraine, a
delegation had called upon the Hon.
Robert Lansing, Seodretary of State, with|
a view of preasenting to him euch ia-
formation as had bheen received reaspacting
the pogroms together with a petition

praying that our Government use 1ts good

]



offices on behalf of the Jews of that regioé.
Kr. Lansing had stated that whlle our Gov-
ernment viewed with horror the outrages
complained of, it was not in poeition to
take any offlclal action because of the
total absence ¢f any diplomatlice relations
with any of the varlous groups which are
now struggling for supremacy in the Ukralne;
our Governrent 1s sending a consul to
Odessa which 1s Instructed to do everything
possible to remedy the situation; to =
suggestion that the Unlted States request
Great Britain, France, and Italy to join
it in sending an internatlonal ccmmission
to the Ukruine, Mr, Lansing had replied
that while the United States Government
is averss to partioipation in suoh com-
missions, the suggestion will bear con-
sideration. Several days after this
interview Ur. Marahall had received a
communication from the State Derartment
suggesting thut the greateat circumspection.
be used in the seleotion of the personnel
of any Jewlsh Relief ocommisaion to go to
the Ukraine,




IV,

JEWS OF RUSSIA

On behalf of Mr. Sohiff, a letter
was presented from General Jadwin, a
member Of the American Ylsslon to Poland,
dated November 1, 1919, informing
Mr, Schiff that while he, General Jadwin,
was in Kiev, he was approached by
several persons who asked him to bring
to Mr., Schiff's attention the expressicon
of their hope for a free access to all
the United States for Jewish oitlzens
of Rusela; "if that cannot be obtalned

the hope for aocess to some of the south-
western states, and if not that at least
permisslion may be given for those fam-
1lies to go who already have a relative

in tke United States."

The Assiatant Secretury was diresoted|
to communicate with the persons in Klev
to whom General 3adw1n referred, through
the Jewish Territorialiei Organization in
London, informing them that according
to the laws of the United States no die-
tinction 1e made between intending immi-
grants on account of race and that the
lmmigration laws apdy to all the States
alike; also that this Committes 1s at
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work in an endeavor to faucilitate the
inmigration of persons who had relatives

already in the United States.

OFFICES OF THE COMMITTEE

The ASSISTANT SECRZTARY reported that
the owners of the bullding in whicy the
Committee has 1its offices desire tc revise
all leases in order to make them date
uniformly as of February lst, 1S20. At
the present time, the Committee ccoupiles
three sultes, one of which 18 used as the
Secretury's office and the other two by the
Office of Jewlsh War Records. The first
suite now rents for £1,CCO. per annum and
1s offered frow Fedruary lst, for $12uu;
the other two suiltes are being heid for
§348C. and are being offered for {4560
from February 1lst. After discuseion 1t
was agreed that the Committee renew the
leases on the gpace 1t nox holds, with the
underetanding that before the expiration of
the new leases the question of sultable

office space at moderate rentals be taken ug

OFFICE OF WAR RECORDS

A Teport was presented from Mr., Julian

Leavitt, Direotor of the Office of Var




Records. Nr. Leavitt dwelt especially
upon the necessity of the settlement of
the question of adequate funds to carry
out the program for 1920 which bad been
endorsed by the Executive Committee.
Judge Lehman stated that he believed
that this matter would be definitely
declded by the Jewish Welfare Board

within the next few weeks.

VII. FINARCES
The Assistant Secretary presented
the Yollowing statement of receipts and

expenditures as of Decembver lst, 1919.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS OF DECEMBLR 1lst, 1915.
CENERAL FUND,

Receirpts.

Balance on Hand Novemter 1, 4733.22
Reoceived from Contributors. 1520.50

TOTAL TO BE ACCOUNTEL FOR 6203%,.72



Brought Fcrward 6253,

Disbursements

Drafts during the mouil of Nov.

Office Expenses 750,00
S8alary - Assistant Secretary 35C.C0
Expenses - Annual Meeting 335.70

Appropriaticn tc the Bureau
of Jewish Social Reaeareh  1250,00

Exchange on Country Checks 1.52
Total Disbursements 2687.22
Balance cn Hand Dec, 1. 3560.5¢C
TOTAL ACCOUNTED FOR 6253,

OFFICE OF WAR RECORDS

Recelpts
Balance on Hand Nov. 1. 3198.27
Recelved from Jewish Welfare
Board B000, 0C
TOTAL TO BE ACCOUNTED FOR §198.2
Disbursements
Drew for Office Expenses
Novenber 11, 2000.00
Novemher 2C, 50C¢. CC
Total Disbursements 7000,.00
Balance on Hand Dec. 1 1198.27
TOTAL ACCOUNTED FOR : 8198,.27

|



VIII,

MISCELLANFQUS

The ASSISTANT SECRETARY reported
that shortly after the meeting of the
Executive Committee on December 1&th,
a oablegram had been received by the
Zionist Organization of Amerlca stat-
ing that Mendel Bellia and his family
were destltute and that in the opinion
0f the Palestine Relief Comxmission,
seven thousand dollars is required to
establish Bellls on a farm on a self-
supporting basis. It was the sense
of the Commlttee that the sum referred
to 1s too large an amount to be exren-
ded out of relief funde for o single
family and that in view of the faot
that the Committee had pledged a con-
trivution for Bellie' support, it shouls
now pay over the amount pledged. It
was resolved that the arpropriation of
$5,000 from the Emergency Trust Fund
which had been authorized by the
Executive Committec by correspondenoce,

in Deocember 1913, he applied for the

benefit of Bellis. 1



-

JEWS OF TEE YEMEN

MR, SULZBERGER reported in the matter
of the appropriation for the Jews of Yeren
in Paleatine that he had referred i1t to the
Joint Distribution Cormittee which had in
turn referred it to its Sub-Committee on

Palestine which i3 expected to rerort shortly.

THE FALASHAS

The ASSISTAKT SECRETARY rerort that in
accordanoe with the decisicn of the Committae
invitations had been 1seued to various Jewish
religlous organizations inviting them o
oonfer with a view to oooperation in the work |
of alding the Falashas. Replies hud been
received from the United Synagogue of America
which had named u ccnference cormittee and fror
the Union orf Azerican lebrew Congregations and
the Central Conference of Ameriocan Rabbig
which had agreed to give consiceration to the
matter,

NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU

A communication wus presented from the
Nationel Infornation Bureau "a cooperative
effort for the standardization of national,

sooial, oivic ana philanthfopio work and the

proteotion of the oontrivuting publio,* re- i



questing the Committesz tc furnish

varicus items of information with

respect to the organization anzd, 1f 1t
80 desires, to become a member of the
Information Bureau. After discussicn
it was agreed that the Conmittec dces ,
not beling to the oclass of organizaticns
in which the National Information Bur-

eau is interested.

Upon motion, adjourned.



